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AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2270 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE 

SUBJ: FONMIN KHADDAM RETURNS TO LEBANON TO ASSIST IN SOLVING 
CRISIS 

1. SYRIAN FONMIN KHADDAM RETURNED TO BEIRUT LATE JUNE 16 
FOR MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT FRANGIEH, DAHDAH AND KARAMI 
TO HELP RESOLVE LEBANESE CABINET CRISIS. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED 
BY COS HIKMAT SHIHABI. INITIAL FOUR AND ONE-HALF HOUR SESSION 
WAS FOLLOWED BY KARAMFS STATEMENT THAT KHADDAM/SHIHABI VISIT 
MOTIVATED BY DESIRE TO INFORM THEMSELVES OF LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
IN LEBANESE POLITICAL CRISIS. MENA ALSO SAID THEY HAD COME 

TO BRIEF LEBANESE ON ASAD'S VISIT TO JORDAN. 

2. SYRIAN PRESS ANNOUNCED THAT PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FOR LEBANON, 
KHADDAM RECEIVED LEBANESE MUFTI HASAN KHALID IN PRESENCE OF 
SYRIAN MINISTER OF WAQFS. KHALID FOLLOWED UP THIS MEETING 
WITH CALL ON PRESIDENT ASAD. ASAD REVIEWED LEBANESE 
SITUATION, PARTICULARLY "EFFORTS EXERTED TO RETURN 
CONDITION TO NORMAL AND IMPLANT BASES OF LOVE AND 
CORDIALITY AMONG ALL LEBANESE." 
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3. AS OF MID-DAY JUNE 17, KHADDAM HAD NOT RETURNED TO DAMASCUS. 
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4. COMMENT: PRESENCE OF SHIHABI ON SYRIAN DELEGATION, 
KARAMI STATEMENTS AND KHALID VISIT ALL INDICATE THAT 
INTENT OF SYRIAN MISSION WAS TO FURTHER SYRIAN MEDIATION 
EFFORTS AND TO GIVE BOOST TO KARAMI. BRIEFING LEBANESE 
ON ASAD VISIT TO JORDAN COULD HAVE BEEN DONE AT MUCH 
LOWER LEVEL. 
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